
Treasures	
  of	
  the	
  Silk	
  Routes	
  

Objects	
  from	
  the	
  Aga	
  Khan	
  Museum	
  
Collec<on	
  

	
  
A	
  resource	
  for	
  MYP	
  Humani<es	
  and	
  Arts	
  teachers	
  

developed	
  by	
  the	
  Aga	
  Khan	
  Academies	
  

	
  



1800 AD1700 AD1600 AD1500 AD1400 AD1300 AD1200 AD1100 AD1000 AD900 AD800 AD700 AD600 AD500 AD400 AD300 AD200 AD100 AD1 AD100 BC200BC300 BC400 BC500 BC600 BC3000 BC

}Silk Routes during early!
Chinese Dynasties }Silk Routes during!

Sassanian Dynasty }Silk Routes during early!
Muslim Dynasties }Silk Routes during !

Mongol rule

Zor
oa

ste
r b

or
n i

n P
er

sia

Bu
dd

ha
 bo

rn
 in

 N
ep

al

Con
fuc

ius
 bo

rn
 in

 C
hin

a

Alex
an

de
r t

he
 G

re
at’

s e
mpir

e !

ex
pa

nd
s i

nt
o A

sia

Rom
an

 ex
pa

ns
ion
!

Pa
pe

r m
ad

e i
n C

hin
a !

Gre
at 

W
all

 co
mple

te

Gre
ek

 ci
ty 

sta
tes

 un
de

r R
om

an
 ru

le

Rom
an

 Em
pir

e g
ain

s a
cc

es
s !

to
 Si

lk 
Rou

tes
 vi

a E
gy

pt

Sil
k t

ra
de

 tr
ave

ls 
to

 R
om

e  

Chin
a s

en
ds

 fir
st 

am
ba

ssa
do

r t
o 

Rom
e!

Map
 o

f S
ilk

 R
ou

tes
 at

tem
pt

ed
!

Sp
re

ad
 o

f C
hr

ist
ian

ity
!

Bu
dd

his
m m

ov
es

 in
to

 C
en

tra
l A

sia

Bu
dd

his
m sp

re
ad

s i
n C

hin
a

Sa
ssa

nia
n r

ise
 to

 po
wer
!

Chin
a f

ra
gm

en
ted

Chr
ist

ian
ity

 be
co

mes
 o

ffic
ial

 re
lig

ion
 o

f !

Rom
an

 Em
pir

e !

Con
sta

nt
ino

ple
 is

 na
med

 ca
pit

al 
of 

Em
pir

e

Sil
k f

ar
ms i

n C
en

tra
l A

sia
!

W
es

t R
om

an
 Em

pir
e c

oll
ap

se
s

Rom
an

 Em
pir

e b
ec

om
es

 B
yz

an
tin

e!

Isl
am

 fo
un

de
d, 

 A
ra

b c
on

qu
es

ts!

Sa
ssa

nia
n P

er
sia

 fa
lls

Ara
bs

 co
nq

ue
r S

pa
in,

 sp
re

ad
 o

f t
ec

hn
olo

gy
 !

pa
pe

r-m
ak

ing
 tr

ave
ls 

wes
t f

ro
m C

hin
a

Po
rce

lai
n a

nd
 gu

np
ow

de
r 

inv
en

ted
 in

 C
hin

a!

Ve
nic

e b
ec

om
es

 ci
ty-

sta
te

Ea
rly

 M
us

lim
 st

ate
 fr

ag
men

ted
!

Po
rce

lai
n e

xp
or

ted
 W

es
t

Cru
sad

es

Gen
gh

is 
Kha

n u
nit

es
 M

on
go

ls!

Ex
pa

ns
ion

 o
f M

on
go

l E
mpir

e b
eg

ins

Kub
lai

 K
ha

n d
efe

ats
 C

hin
a!

Mon
go

ls 
in 

Cen
tra

l a
nd

 W
es

t A
sia
!

Marc
o 

Po
lo 

he
ad

s E
ast

O
tto

man
 Em

pir
e e

xp
an

ds
!

Pa
pe

r m
ak

ing
 in

 Eu
ro

pe
!

Ibn
 B

att
ut

a t
rav

els

Ren
ais

san
ce

 in
 Eu

ro
pe
!

Va
sc

o 
de

 G
am

a t
rav

els
 to

 In
dia
!

Ly
on

 be
ca

me c
en

tre
 o

f s
ilk

 tr
ad

e!

O
tto

man
s c

on
qu

er
 C

on
sta

nt
ino

ple

Po
rce

lai
n p

ro
du

ce
d i

n E
ur

op
e

Es
tab

lis
hm

en
t o

f M
og

ul 
!

dy
na

sty
 in

 In
dia
!

Q
ing

 dy
na

sty
 in

 C
hin

a

Chr
ist

ian
ity

 re
ac

he
s C

hin
a!

Sa
ssa

nia
n E

mpir
e s

pr
ea

ds
 to

 C
en

tra
l A

sia

Sil
k fi

rst
 pr

od
uc

ed
 in

 C
hin

a!

Hor
se

 an
d c

am
el 

do
mes

tic
ate

d f
or

 tr
ave

l!

Su
mer

ian
s d

ev
elo

p fi
rst

 w
rit

ing
 sy

ste
m

Timeline	
  



As	
  you	
  look	
  at	
  the	
  objects…	
  	
  

•  This	
  is	
  your	
  <me	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  historian	
  and	
  an	
  
archeologist	
  (someone	
  who	
  studies	
  objects	
  of	
  the	
  
past)	
  and	
  think	
  about	
  the	
  stories	
  each	
  object	
  will	
  
tell	
  about	
  the	
  world	
  during	
  its	
  <me.	
  

	
  	
  
•  Think	
  carefully	
  about	
  what	
  you	
  no<ce	
  about	
  the	
  
object’s:	
  
–  Loca<on	
  and	
  date	
  of	
  origin	
  	
  
–  Connec<on	
  to	
  the	
  Silk	
  Route	
  	
  
– Unique	
  ar<s<c	
  features	
  	
  	
  



Bifolium	
  from	
  the	
  Blue	
  Qur’an	
  
North	
  Africa,	
  9th-­‐10th	
  Century	
  



Folio	
  from	
  Qarmathian	
  Qur’an	
  
Iran,	
  12th	
  Century	
  	
  



Folio	
  from	
  Usefulness	
  of	
  Animals,	
  Green	
  Magpie	
  
Iran,	
  1300	
  CE	
  



Robe	
  
Iran	
  and	
  China	
  1000s-­‐100s	
  



Robe 	
  	
  
Iran	
  or	
  Central	
  Asia,	
  13th-­‐14th	
  Century	
  



Porcelain	
  Plate 	
  	
  
China,	
  1506-­‐21	
  



Bowl	
  With	
  Man	
  Stabbing	
  A	
  Lion	
  
Iran,	
  1100	
  



Blue-­‐and-­‐White	
  Dish	
  
Iran,	
  17th	
  Century	
  



Tile	
  
Central	
  Asia,	
  19th	
  Century	
  



Folio	
  from	
  a	
  Shahnama:	
  Shah	
  Kay	
  Kavus	
  aJempts	
  to	
  fly	
  to	
  heaven	
  
Iran,	
  1341	
  CE	
  



Manuscript	
  of	
  Al-­‐Kashifi’s	
  Lights	
  of	
  Canopus	
  
Iran,	
  1593	
  




